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Damocles. A single word, yvet synonymous with a clash of empires that has riven the Eastern Fringe.

When the expansionist Tau spread across the Damocles Gulf, they seized a handful of resource-rich

worlds beyond it. In doing so, they roused a galactic colossus — the Imperium of Mankind — and began a

war that escalates with each new day.

When the Tau found a way to cross the deadly string of
nebulae known as the Damocles Gulf, they encountered
the edge of Mankind’s empire. There they found a culture
they considered moribund. Efficiency and innovation were
qualities long forgotten on those frontier worlds; even
hope had been smothered by the passing of the ages.

Though it took years to open their eyes to a new future, the
people of those planets were slowly swayed by the ideals
and negotiations of the Tau Water caste. The rigours of the
uncaring Imperium had made their minds fertile ground
for the seeds of a new order. World after world fell to the
silver-tongued ambassadors of the Tau — those who resisted
soon answered to the weapons of the Fire caste instead.

When word eventually reached Terra that an advanced
xenos race had usurped several worlds long claimed by
Mankind, the Imperium reacted as it always did — with
overwhelming force. Using Warp travel as their invasion
vector, a battlegroup of Adeptus Astartes and Astra

Militarum routed the Tau settlers from the worlds they had
claimed, then took the fight directly to the heartlands of the
xenos Empire. The Tau reeled, for their defences had been
bypassed and their kor'vattra — their navy — hopelessly
outmatched. The juggernaut of the Imperial battlegroup
smashed through orbital stations and colonies alike,
reducing efficient and prosperous worlds to smoking ruin.

On Dal’yth, the Damocles Crusade was finally brought to a
violent halt. The Ethereal caste, supreme masters of the Tau
race, had sent their finest military minds to lead the war
effort there, for Dal’yth was a sept world — a jewel in the
crown of the Tau Empire. Months of unbridled destruction
followed as the Space Marines of the Imperium matched
their aggression and strength against the might of a true
Tau stronghold. In the end, it was another force entirely
that brought the conflict to an end. The Tyranids,
encroaching from beyond the edge of the Eastern Fringe,
forced the Imperial battlegroup to disengage in order to
defend the borders of their own empire.
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